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Imidazolinone 
herbicides on 
CL BarleyAs we expected there are signs of 

chemical damage in vetch and peas 
due to “ imi”  herbicides being applied 
last year in the barley phase and lack 
of plant back moisture to break the 
herbicide down. Moisture moving 
forward will be the key to 
provide microbial activity to help this 
process along, one thing we can do 
to help these crops through this 
period and help stimulate root growth 
is to apply trace elements early.  

Whilst you are planning your Clearfield 
herbicide program for 2019 there is
another option which has a shorter plant 
back and could be a great alternative.
 Although more expensive there are more 
benefits in terms of a healthier legume 
(peas, vetch) crops with potentially less 
residual effects for 2020, bearing in mind 
there are still plant backs to adhere too. 
 

Whilst we are on the IMIDAZOLINONE 
“IMI” chemistry you may be aware 
from previous txts and media 
releases about the use of IMI 
herbicides on Clearfield barley 
(Scope/Spartacus). It has been 
“advised” if you are aiming for 
Export malt and feed quality 
growers need to consider application 
of the IMI herbicide due to their higher 
MRLs. Agronomically that would be a 
disaster if we did not apply the IMI 
herbicide to our Clearfield barley crops as 
it has been a fantastic tool for controlling 
barley and brome grass whilst also 
reducing disease. Provided products 
are used in accordance with label, the 
only stipulation I am hearing is that you 
may need to declare your IMI usage 
prior to delivery. I am not aware of any 
penalties at this stage maybe only 
segregations, talking to local silo 
representatives and industry 
bodies will help us all gain a clearer 
picture. Note** this does nor affect 
Clearfield wheat or canola varieties. 
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‘Locally Owned Locally Grown”

With a dry summer behind 
us its been a welcome relief 
to have crops in the ground 
after reasonable rains 
throughout the month of May, 
Albeit patchy lets hope we 
have a  good winter rainfall 
pattern to consolidate the 
start to the season. I would 
like to bring you all up to date 
with all that’s been happening 
with EP AG n FERT’S relocation 
to 94 Martin tce. I have had a 
lot of discussions with many of 
you as to when this will take 
place and I can now say that 
renovations will begin in early 
July pending council approval 
etc. The premises will have 
a major face lift giving  it  a  
warm  and comfortable envi-
ronment for staff and Clients 
to enjoy. So with all things go-
ing to plan we hope to be in the 
building by late August early 
September, we will 
keep you all posted.

Early Season
Checklist
 ✓ Monitor Now

 ✓ Early weed control

 ✓ Tissue testing

 ✓ Early Trace element 
application

 ✓ Herbicide Resistance 
testing

 ✓ Spot form net blotch 
in barley



With seeding done and dusted  its time 
to make sure you are monitoring your 
early sown crops as early weed control is 
essential in giving your crop every chance 
of what available moisture is in your 
soil profile without feeding “WEEDS”. 
Spot form net blotch is showing up 
in early sown scope barley at the 
three leaf stage please monitor!!!!
Insect pressure should be very low in 
terms of Redlegged Earth Mite (RLEM) 
and aphids due to seed treatment 
being applied to cereal crops for 
protection against these pests. You 
may have noticed over the past few 
weeks flights of moths which could be 
a sign of cutworm or something similar 
so be vigilant and if you see crows in 
cereal paddocks then investigate and 
look for chewed leaves or completely 
eaten off at the base of the plant. Pea 
crops need to be monitored closely for 
black spot as most were sown early in 
the “high risk” period (late April/early 
May) Early application of fungicides can 
avoid major yield loss when the cost 
to control is as low as $12/ha.

Graph below 

taken from the 

Agri WA Blackspot 

manager website.

Herbicide Resistance 

Testing- Quick Test
NOW is the time to take action with any 
potential resistance issue that may be 
developing. The Quick-test is a simple 
method by which plants (grasses and 
some broadleaf weeds) growing in your 
paddock can be tested for herbicide 
resistance. Collecting samples and 
sending them off to be assessed can 
take up to 4 weeks. You have the option 
to test as many herbicide groups  and 
formulations as you feel necessary, give 
me a ring to discuss and if you require I
Can collect and send samples 
away on your behalf.  

Monitoring
Crops

Grain storage and handling is a big part of growers 
investment in modern day farming. EPAG n FERT  have just 
been appointed a dealer for AHERNS field bins, 
grain/ fertiliser silos and hay and grain sheds.
Having Ahern’s Rural as a supplier  will compliment our 
existing grain storage and handling supplier, Seed &
Forage Bags. If you interested in new field bins or silos 
prior to the EOFY please give us a ring and we can provide 
you with a competitive price and  the information you 
require. 

Urea has risen in the last month over $30/ tonne due to 
international demand and a weaker AUD ….I still have a few 
tonne available at the old price if you require product, please 
give me a ring.
GranAm or sulphate of ammonia is stable with no price 
increase. Look at Urea SOA blends to get your nitrogen and 
sulphur balance right, REMEMBER to ask about financing 
options available to help free up your cash flow.

Fertiliser & Top Dressing

Aherns Field Bins & Silos

I Have a few product lines 
which could be of interest 
with the end of financial 
year upon us.
Give me a call to 
discuss you 
requirements.
- Glyphosate 450 1000L
- Glyphosate 500 Loaded               
1000L
- Paraquat  250   1000L
- LV Ester  680 1000L 
- Trifluralin 480 1000L

EOFY SALE


